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RURAL WISCONSIN AND EDUCATION 


It is commonly believed that schooling makes a significant contri- 
bution to individual growth and happiness, to successful home build- 
ing, and to economic effectiveness. If this be true—and we believe 
it is—then the farm youth of Wisconsin are moving into their adult 
life with severe handicaps when compared to city and village youth 
of the state, and when compared to the farm youth of most of the 
rest of the nation. 


In 1940, according to the Sixteenth United States Census, only 
51.5% of Wisconsin farm youth 16 and 17 years old were attending 
school. If native white children alone are considered, only four other 
states ranked lower than Wisconsin. These states were Maryland, 
Tennessee, West Virginia, and Kentucky. Wisconsin’s relative position 
was better in 1940 than in 1930 for in 1930 it was at the bottom 
of the list. During the ten year period, Wisconsin’s gain was from 
34.3% to 51.5%. 


For the United States as a whole, the proportion in 1940 of 16 
and 17 year old native white farm youth in school was 58.6%. The 
four states which border Wisconsin had a higher proportion of these 
young people in school than Wisconsin had. ... Only 18 of the 71 
counties in Wisconsin exceed the U. S. average of 58.6%. 


Both the low percentage of 16 and 17 year old farm youth attend- 
ing school in Wisconsin, and the extreme variations among the coun- 
ties are clear evidence of the need for serious study by those con- 
cerned with the problems of rural life and rural education in this 
state. 

—from a report by J. H. Kolb and others 
in WIsconsIN JouRNAL oF EpucaTION 
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WISCONSIN LIBRARIES MEET THE TEEN AGE 


Appleton 

This summer, eight new book stacks 
were installed in the main reading room 
of the Appleton Free Public Library to 
alleviate the crowded condition of the 
old book stacks. In order to take away 
from the severity of a straight row of 
stacks on one side of the room, an open 
area was left, featuring the classical 
fireplace. Special magazine and news- 
paper shelves face this area, making it 
an inviting place in which to browse and 
read. During the coming year, we ex- 
pect to install lounge chairs and daven- 
ports in this section. 

We also installed a special display 
stand, custom-built to fit around one of 
the ornamental pillars in the reading 
room. On this stand we keep our new 
fiction and non-fiction, and special col- 
lections for ‘Young Moderns’ and 
‘Weekend Reading’. 

—Doris CALL, Librarian 
Milwaukee 

To serve teen age youth better, the 
Milwaukee Public Library will, on De- 
cember 3, open a special room for their 
benefit. This, as explained in the news 
columns, is not a room for study, but 
a comfortable place for recreational 
reading and for listening by earphones) 
to the lighter forms of recorded music. 
The room, which was partly financed by 
a book gift of $2,000 by the Altrusa 
club, will be in charge of a trained li- 
brarian, recently discharged from the 
army air corps. 

Establishment of this room indicates 
that the library is fully aware of the 
fact that it has a social as well as an 
educational function in the community 
—a fact often not considered by agen- 
cies dedicated exclusively to ‘social 
work.” This room is just as much a 
“youth center’ as are the facilities des- 
ignated as such by their creators and 
sponsors. Indeed, it is far more likely 
to prove a permanent part of community 
service to the young than many of the 
“spontaneous” centers. 


Reading for the fun there is in it is 
a leisure-time activity of hundreds of 
thousands of youngsters in Milwaukee 
County and in the state. Encourage- 
ment of such reading, light but not 
trashy, is an important function of 
schools and the library. The boy or girl 
with a taste for wholesome reading need 
never feel entirely abandoned. 

The library management is to be com- 
mended for its effort, in this and other 
directions, to broaden the library’s con- 
tribution to the life of the community. 

—MILWAUKEE JOURNAL, 
November 138, 1945 


‘‘Music hath charms to soothe the ad- 
olescent” might well be the watchword 
of the new Collegiate Room, opened in 
December at the Milwaukee Public Li- 
brary. A special feature of this brows- 
ing room for youth of high school and 
college age is the provision of head- 
phone-equipped record players. Four 
machines with headsets to accommodate 
six listeners have been built in alongside 
modern davenports so that he who reads 
may hear. 

And do the youngsters enjoy it? C. E. 
Vaeth, librarian in charge of the room, 
says the record players are never idle. 
A musician himself, Vaeth played piano 
in a G. I. band in Europe before his 
recent discharge. A graduate of the 
University of Wisconsin Library School, 
class of ’°37, Vaeth served formerly as 
head of two of the largest branch li- 
braries in the Milwaukee system. He 
was appointed to his present post No- 
vember 1 by Richard E. Krug, Milwau- 
kee city librarian. 

The purpose of the new room is to 
show young people before they have fin- 
ished school that books and reading can 
be fun rather than drudgery. Recrea- 
tional] reading in all subject fields can 
be borrowed here, but nothing even 
faintly resembling a textbook is to be 
found on the room’s blond maple shelves. - 
Nor are the young patrons allowed to 
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bring their school books or to do school 
assignments here. The only tables in 
the room are two low “coffee” tables 
with “MPL” neatly set into their pale 
green linoleum tops. Leather and wood 
armchairs whose frames match the shelv- 
ing are casually placed about the room. 
A burgendy and gold carpet, pale green 
walls, glass block windows and fluor- 
escent lights finish off the modern decor. 

Young Milwaukee loves it, and as one 
happy Miss exclaimed, “It’s out of this 
world, but strictly!” 


—GERALD P. CAFFERY 


Portage 

Last summer I happened to move my 
desk near the “‘B” shelves of the adult 
fiction, so that the uncertain wandering 
before the shelves, the pause and then 
the sudden reach for a Baldwin or a 
Bailey were repeated often enough to 
impress me. Evidently our young lady 
patrons had time to read, but no idea 
of what to read. They had outgrown the 
books for older girls; yet the adult sec- 
tions offered nothing enticing. Most of 
them welcomed or asked for suggestions 
but my limits were not very far apart; 
I needed help and found it in the State 
Office Building, Madison. I came home 
with reading lists, some new books and 
a firm resolve: to do something in the 
way of a summer program. 

The girls I talked with were pleased; 
we consulted lists and followed recom- 
mendations and decided to keep a rec- 
ord of the books read until further de- 
velopments. Meetings were impossible, 
so the program was carried out on an 
individual basis until August. At that 
time we wanted to do something 
tangible, and a list of the good reading 
done seemed in order, but we needed 
masculine help to make the program 
more rounded. Accordingly, I discussed 
the subject with three young men who 
were willing to see what could be done. 
Miss Helen Rhyme, who is the high 
school librarian and also a member of 
the library board, was enthusiastic and 
offered to help us. 
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As you know, there is nothing like a 
small working group when it comes to 
getting things done; thus three boys 
and three girls formed our steering 
committee. (Four are seniors, one a 
junior, and one a ninth-grader.) We 
met, and mulled over the idea. My con- 
tribution to the general talk was the 
warning that this project was not to be 
a burden or an extra duty, because it 
was a voluntary undertaking for our 
pleasure which we hoped to _ share. 
Whatever there might be of drudgery 
was the librarian’s share—the commit- 
tee took on the job of selling the idea 
to their friends and schoolmates. One 
boy wrote an article for the school pa- 
per and talked over the school speaker 
system as a definite service. Miss Rhyme 
was the adviser in the promotion cam- 
paign. 

During our second meeting the stu- 
dents named the book list and decided 
against any clever grouping as to sub- 
ject matter, since it might be confusing. 
I planned to arrange and type the list, 
and as I did the actual labor, I found 
it more simple to take the books as they 
came and to arrange them for eye-ap- 
peal since the whole thing was infor- 
mal. Of course it was not entirely acci- 
dental that one member of our commit- 
tee has a gift for cartooning. He cre- 
ated Bill and Joe, Portage High Studes, 
in the act of browsing at the Students’ 
Browsing Shelf, and he sketched the 
committee members as I introduced 
them throughout the pages.* 


A sample copy was exhibited on the 
bulletin board of the high school library 
during Education Week. Again Miss 
Rhyme arranged the display and the stu- 
dents did the advertising. I brought the 
results of our work to the library board 
meeting; the members approved and 
voted to have copies mimeographed, so 
that each student who names a book for 
the list may have his own copy. During 
the Christmas holidays, the first edition 





* We regret not being able to reproduce these 
clever cartoons.—Ed. 
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of the Students’ Browsing Shelf came require at least a large corner for our 
off the mimeograph; every one who has young peoples’ very special books when 
earned a copy seems to be proud of his we move into the Zona Gale Breese Li- 
achievement. It is our secret hope to brary. 

continue adding titles so that we shall —RutH P. Swenson, Librarian 


STUDENTS’ BROWSING SHELF 
[The following is a list (abridged) of books selected and annotated 
by the Portage Students, with their own introduction: ] 

This list has no arrangement; it is for students who want to know of good 
books to read that are not required reading. It is compiled by students who know 
of such books and are willing to tell you about them. 

If you have a book candidate for the browsing shelf, the answer must be “‘yes”’ 
to these questions: 

Did I like reading the book? (If you finished it, you did.) 

Would I like my friends to read it? 

Write the title, author and a suggestion of the contents. Sign your name, hand 
your slip in at either library, and you are eligible for a copy of the list when it 
is published. 

This project has had many interested contributors, but it was necessary to have 
a working committee to contact you and to get the thing going. You will meet 
them as you scan the pages. We all thank them. 

From now on, the STUDENTS’ BRowsING SHELF is yours—make it grow! 

THE Rose, by Lloyd C. Douglas. 

The story of Christ is woven into a novel about a Roman soldier; this is a long, but exciting 

and thoroughly interesting book. 
HERE Is YouR War, by Ernie Pyle. 
War as the soldiers knew it—not as a strategic problem to be executed successfully, but the 


humor, weariness, and pathos of their every day life. 


CENTENNIAL SUMMER, by Albert E. Idell. 
In Philadelphia, 1876 brings a hilarious summer and a romantic dilemma to the Rogers family, 
for both girls fall in love with the same man! 


SHow ME A LAND, by Clark McMeekin, pseud. 
The story is full of the excitement of horse-racing and breeding. Dana Terraine meets Rike 
in England; then it’s their story. 


GREAT TALES OF TERROR AND THE SUPERNATURAL, by Wise and Fraser. 
There are fifty-two of these fast-moving tales that raise the duck-humps on your skin. 


Up Front, by Bill Mauldin. 


A true picture of the G. I.’s by cartoons and easy-reading text. 


PASTORAL, by Nevil Shute Norway. 
Intellectually this story is the case history of a bomber crash and the crew’s readjustment, 
but emotionally it is the love story of an RAF pilot and a WAAF section officer. 


Party LINE, by Louise Baker. 
Who hasn’t listened in on a party line? Miss Jordan, the operator in this case, knew the inside 
story of everyone in the village and was loved because she used her knowledge to their advantage. 


Younc Bess, by Margaret Irwin. 
This historical novel, based on the childhood and teen-age of Queen Elizabeth of England, is 
as romantic and makes as interesting reading as any modern story. 


SopHIE HALENCzIK, AMERICAN, by Rose C. Feld. 
Considered a foreigner by many, Sophie sent her son to war and plunged into wartime activi- 
ties, winning herself a place in the town by doing so. 
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CowsBoy DANCEs, by Lloyd Shaw. 


Just the book for those of you who enjoy wedding and barn dances but need a little practice 
on the old “folk-steps.” 


BUILDING OF JALNA, by Mazo de la Roche. 
The beginning of the family in this country. They came from India where Philip was an 


officer in the British army. 


JALNA, by Mazo de la Roche. 


The rapidly progressing story of the Whiteoak family; Adeline is head of the household. She 
is determined, stubborn and also nearing one hundred years of age. 


VALLEY OF DECISION, by Marcia Davenport. 


Story of an American family, but the Irish maid is the most interesting. 


ANNA AND THE KING OF SIAM, by Margaret Landon. 


True story of a woman who dared challenge the king! 


mark this stranger-than-fiction career. 


Wild adventures, amusing times 


GREEN DOLPHIN STREET, by Elizabeth Goudge. 
Two sisters and a horrible mistake place a Royal Navy officer in a position which clouds his 
whole life. The ending is an odd climax to the officer’s struggle between love and honor. 


THE YOUNG JEFFERSON, by Claude Bowers. 
For the real story of Jefferson’s life presented in interesting form, this is the book to read. 


GONE WITH THE WIND, by Margaret Mitchell. 


Georgia, before, during and after the Civil war. Scarlett O’Hara is the villainous heroine—a 


“Georgia peach” in looks, but not in character. 


A BRIDE IN THE SOLOMONS, by Osa Johnson. 
How to set up house-keeping among the cannibals. 


WILDERNESS WIFE, by Kathrene Pinkerton, who tried her luck in the north woods. 


LA FOLLETTE’S AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 
Each chapter is a story by itself. 


THE BROTHERS KARAMAZOV, by Fyodor Dostoyevsky. 
This is a hard book to read, but the returns are worth it. 


"ROUND THE CIRCLE 


Send all news items to Eleanor Davis, Editor, Round the Circle 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission 


Appleton. The Library Journal of Dec. 
15 has an illustrated article by Doris 
Call, Appleton librarian, “Appleton Pub- 
lic Library taps the radio,” describing 
the children’s story hour broadcast di- 
rectly from the library over a local sta- 
tion hookup. 

Bayfield. An article describing the ac- 
tivities of the Junior Civic League on 
behalf of the library appeared in the De- 


cember issue of the Wisconsin Club- 
woman. 
Beloit. Constance Gall, formerly on 


the staff of the Hoyt Library, Saginaw, 
Mich., is now filling the position of chil- 
dren’s librarian. 


Burlington. Mary Bradt has been ap- 
pointed librarian to succeed Elizabeth 
Smithers and will begin work February 
2. Miss Bradt comes from the Univer- 
sity of Michigan Library. 


Milwaukee. The Library Journal of 
Jan. 1 carries an article by Gerald P. 
Caffrey, of the Milwaukee staff, on the 
new Collegiate Room, a browsing room 
for youth which was opened Dec. 3, with 
C. E. Vaeth in charge. 


Portage. An article in the Library 
Journal of Dec. 15 describes the Breese 
home in Portage which is to be remodeled 
as the “Zona Gale Breese Memorial Li- 
brary.” 
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Reedsburg. ‘Upon the return of her 
husband from the war, Mrs. Roger L. 
Norman resigned her position as l- 
brarian of the Reedsburg Public Li- 
brary. The library is now in charge of 
Miss Dorothy Meyer, the assistant li- 
brarian, until such time as a trained 
librarian can be secured.” 


Sheboygan. “The Mead Public Library 
staff ended the year 1945 with an ex- 
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citing event. On Monday morning, De- 
cember 31, the expressman brought a 
16mm. Bell and Howell Filmosound pro- 
jector. This purchase was made possible 
through the trustees of the Mead Trust.” 


Wisconsin Dells. Marjorie M. Davies, 
librarian, is the author of an article 
in the No- 
vember Wilson Library Bulletin. 


“Misunderstood librarians’ 


ADD THESE TO YOUR PAMPHLET FILE 
Compiled by Katharine J. Middleton, Traveling Library Department 


YouTH CENTERS: an appraisal and a 
look ahead, is based on a nation-wide 
survey of 303 such centers, including 
four in Wisconsin. It provides some 
answers to many questions about them 
what they are, who goes to them, are 
they necessary in a complete communi- 
ty program, will they last? Free from 
Div. of Recreation, Federal Security 
Agency, Washington, D. C. 


Two recent Public affairs pamphlets— 
YouTH AND Your CoMMUNITYy (No. 
108), and Gyps AND SWINDLES (No. 
109)—deal with some postwar prob- 
lems in a practical manner. YOUTH 
AND YouR COMMUNITY discusses the 
prevention of juvenile delinquency, 
what some communities have done, 
what others can and should do. Em- 
phasis is on preventive work, largely 
through recreation. GyYPS AND 
SWINDLES contains discussions of, and 
warnings against, the numerous rack- 
ets designed to separate the consumer 
from his (or her) money. Put this 
pamphlet where the returned G. I. can 
see it, for racketeers are becoming no- 
torious for their approach to the re- 
cently discharged G. I. and his muster- 
ing-out pay. Both pamphlets may be 
obtained from the Public Affairs Com- 
mittee, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New 
York 20, N. Y. 10c¢ each. 


UNRRA: organization, aims, progress, 
answers questions about an organiza- 


tion that frequently figures in the news 
but seems to be a mystery to many 
readers. A new UNRRA pamphlet 
OUT OF THE CHAOS was to appear 
about July 1st and may be more up-to- 
date by this time. Available free from 
Office of Public Information, UNRRA, 
Washington 25, D. C. 


WorLD PEACE PRIMER tells in simple 
terms how the United Nations have 
worked together to outlaw war, what 
problems lie ahead of them. It includes 
outlines of the various important doc- 
uments—Atlantic charter, World char- 
ter, Potsdam agreement, and others. 
Graphic figures, maps, and a bibliog- 
raphy add value to the outlines. Free 
from Pure Oil Co. service stations. 


EUROPEAN JIGSAW (Headline book No. 
58) discusses the various boundary 
problems arising out of World War II. 


ONLY By UNDERSTANDING (Headline 
book No. 52) urges educational cooper- 
ation through international action. 25c 
each, from Foreign Policy Assn., 22 E. 
88th St., New York 10, N. Y. 


Memo: Firry NATIONS AGREE—THE 
UNITED NATIONS CHARTER outlines the 
various sections of the charter, and 
includes a Discussion Quiz. Pub. No. 
26, National League of Women Voters, 
726 Jackson Place, N. W., Washington 
6, D. C. 10c 
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SoctaL LEADERSHIP takes up essentials 
of conference discussion techniques of 
special value in supervisory training 
programs. Developed to use in connec- 
tion with war production training, it 
can be used in many phases of voca- 
tional training. Defense training ser. 
No. 4 of U. S. Office of Education. 
10c from Supt. of Docs. 


Wuy Sociat Security? is a brief ac- 
count of the development of social se- 
curity and explains the general pro- 
visions of the Social Security Act. A 
list of government agencies from which 
information concerning social security 
programs may be obtained is included. 
Probably free from Social Security 
Board, Washington, D. C. 


MAN AND THE SOIL is a brief introduc- 
tion (in 107 pages) to the study of soil 
conservation, for readers with no 
technical knowledge of the subject. It 
is written from the point of view that 
soil conservation is everybody’s prob- 
lem. Beautifully illustrated and inter- 
estingly written, it would be worth 
putting on your bookshelf. Probably 
free from International Harvester Co., 
180 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago 
1, Ill. 


DDT: its present uses and limitations. 
Special circular of the Extension Ser- 
vice, College of Agriculture, Madison, 
clears up many current mistaken ideas 
as to what it will and will not do. 


INFANT CARE (Children’s Bur. pub. No. 
8, 1945) makes its 8th appearance with 
some changes in the text, and in a 
more durable cover. Since 1914 babies 
have been raised on this pamphlet 
written by specialists to help, partic- 
ularly, the parents of a first baby. Put 
this booklet out where such parents 
can see it. 10c from Supt. of Docs. 


Kerk HoMe CANNING Book is an ex- 


cellent guide to the how and why of 
canning. Besides the usual recipes for 
fruits, vegetables, meats, fish, it in- 
cludes some unusual foods, such as 
English plum pudding and hot tamales. 
A detailed index adds value. 10c from 
Kerr Glass Manufacturing Corp., Sand 
Springs, Oklahoma. 


NBC UNIVERSITY OF THE AIR has pre- 


pared a series of handbooks to supple- 
ment its regular broadcast courses in 
Music, History, Literature and Home 
Economics. 25c from NBC, 30 Rocke- 
feller Plaza, New York 20, N. Y. 
Home Is Wuat You MAKE It (2d ed., 
1944-1945) contains articles, with 
short bibliographies, by leading au- 
thorities on such topics as Family re- 
lations, Housing, Health, etc. Write to 
NBC for a list of available handbooks. 


THEY STARTED SOMETHING contains eight 


brief sketches of British men and 
women who pioneered or founded eight 
great social movements—all of which 
spread to America. Free from British 
Information Services, 30 Rockefeller 
Plaza, New York 20, N. Y. 


THE OUTLOOK FOR WOMEN IN OCCUPA- 


TIONS IN THE MEDICAL SERVICES is the 
title of a series of bulletins issued by 
the U. S. Women’s Bureau. Bulletin 
203, No. 7, discusses women as physi- 
cians, No. 8 takes up women as X-ray 
technicians. Excellent vocational ma- 
terial. 10¢ from Supt. of Does. 


SourDoUGH SAM and PaAuL BUNYAN 


BUNKHOUSE YARNS are recent addi- 
tions to the Wisconsin Folklore Society 
publications. Available from Charles 
E. Brown, 1934 Monroe Street, Mad- 
ison 5. 30c each. 
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NEW BOOKS 
A Selected List Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


General Works 


Horton, Marion, comp. Buying list of 
books for small libraries. 7th ed. 1945. 
1384p. A.L.A., pa., $1.25. 016 


The 7th edition, like those preceding it, aims 
first to offer a list of titles which a newly es- 
tablished library would consider for first pur- 
chase, Its greater usefulness, however, in these 
days, is as a check list and buying guide for 
those who wish to fill in gaps in a collection. 


Schunk, Russell J. Pointers for public 
library building planners. 1945. 67p. 
A.L.A., pa., $1.25. 022 


Fundamental principles rather than specific 
plans are presented in a pamphlet publication 
not to be overlooked by any library planning to 
build, 


See Booklist 42 :108 D, 1 '45, 


Philosophy 


Gilkey, James Gordon. When life gets 
hard. 1945, 1388p. Macmillan, $1.50. 
170 


Although written for wartime and dealing 
with the problems which countless men and 
women were then called on to face, the material 
of this book is not out-dated, as certain of the 
chapter titles will show: When your faith fal- 
ters; When you need inward quietness; When 
you need strength to carry on; When you must 
make adjustment; When death takes someonc 
you love; When you reach the end of your 
resources. 


Social Science 


Harlow, Alvin F. Steelways of New Eng- 
land. 1945. 461p. illus. Creative Age 
Press, $3.50. 385 


The first train of cars to run on rails in New 
England made its memorable journey in Octo- 
ber, 1826, and was horse drawn at that. The 
controversy in those days was between canal 
and railway, and this book tells how the rail- 
ways gradually won out. There follows the 
story of such lines as the Boston & Maine, 
The Fitchburg (immortalized by Thoreau in 
Walden), the New York, New Haven and Hart- 
ford, and others now forgotten. New England’s 
part in financing and promoting western rail- 
roads is also played up. Illustrated with many 
fascinating old prints, with a bibliography of 
13 pages. ‘ 


Kupper, Herbert I. Back to life; the 
emotional adjustment of our veterans. 
1945. 220p. L. B. Fischer, $2.50. 

355.115 


Dr. Kupper, staff psychiatrist at the U. 8. 
Marine hospital at Ellis Island, writes of the 
necessary adjustments to be made by returning 
service men and their families, not limiting his 
treatment to cases definitely psychiatric, Dis- 
cussion follows three lines: The return to the 
family left behind; The returning fighting man 
looks at the country he left behind; and What's 
to be done about it. 


See Booklist 42:123 D, 15 °45. 


Laserson, Max M. Russia and the west- 
ern world. 1945. 268p. Macmillan, 
$2.50, 327.47 


“This book has to do with the internal evolu- 
tion of the Soviet regime. . . . Using original 
sources [it] indicates the shifts in various fields 
of thought which have taken a direction quite 
surprisingly different from that originally in- 
tended by the ‘founding fathers’ of the Soviet 
Union, The shifts may be observed in the fields 
of law, economics, national history, foreign pol- 
icy, and attitude toward religion.” (/ntroduc- 
tion). Author, who was educated at the Univer- 
sity of St. Petersburg, is now visiting professor 
at Columbia and has been associated with the 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. 


Marshall, James, Santa Fe; the railroad 
that built an empire. 1945. 465p. illus. 
Random House, $3.75. 385 


Long and fully detailed history of the Santa 
Ie, one of the first of the railroads to pioneer 
across the prairies and the mountains. The first 
shovel full of earth for the roadbed was turned 
in October, 1868, and the story of its progress 
along the line of the old Santa Fe wagon trail 
is filled with interest. right down to the present 
day of the streamliner. A chapter on Fred Har- 
vey and his system of eating houses, a listing 
of place names, and a glossary of railroad slang 
are notable features. 


Useful Arts 


Raper, Howard Riley. Man against pain. 
1945. 3387p. illus. Prentice-Hall, $3.50. 
615.78 


The story of anesthesia is interestingly told 
here with due attention to the controversies 
and rivalries that have attended its progress, 
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The first section of some 50 pages covers the 
period up to 1840, when the discoveries of Mor- 
ton and Wells opened up a new era. Brief 
treatment is given at the close to advances 
growing out of World War II, although the 
author expresses the opinion that it is “‘diffi- 
cult, almost impossible, for the art of relieving 
pain to keep pace with our awful proficiency 
at inflicting it.’ A critical bibliography, fol- 
lowed by a general bibliography occupy 44 
pages, and there is an index. 


See Booklist 42:143 Ja, 1 °46. 


Fine Arts 


Gardner, Albert Teneyck. Yankee stone- 
cutters; the first American school of 
scultpure, 1800-1850. 1945. 84p. il- 
lus. Columbia Univ. Press, $4. 735 


Clubs and individuals interested in the study 
of American art should not overlook this work, 
which set out to be a catalogue of the early 
19th century American sculpture in the Metro- 
politan Museum of Art and ended as a study 
of the sculpture of the time in relation to the 
larger pattern of American life. Oversize, double 
column, illustrated with 12 full-page plates. 


See Booklist 42 :144 Ja, 1 °46. 


Le Massena, C. E. Galli-Curci’s life of 
song. 1945. 329p. illus. Paebar Com- 
pany, $3.75. 780.9 


In spite of unattractive appearance and the 
rather annoying style of writing, there is mate- 
rial here to interest many readers. The book 
will recall the brilliant career of the singer 
who made her American debut in Chicago in 
1916 and who, even before the days of radio, 
became a household favorite through her Victor 
recordings. Author was Mme. Galli-Curci’s 
press agent. 


Slonimsky, Nicolas. Music of Latin 
America. 1945. 374p. illus. Crowell, 
$3.50. 780.9 


In three parts: first a general panorama of 
Latin American music; then a summary, coun- 
try by country of the music of the twenty re- 
publics, and last a Dictionary of musicians, 
songs and dances, and musical instruments, 
with an index to complete the work. Valuable 
for reference use. 


See Booklist 47:72 N. 1 °45. 


Spaeth, Sigmund. At home with music. 
1945. 366p. Doubleday, $3.50. 780.1 


Chapters with ‘such tities as Your children 
are musical, Rhythm comes first, Harmony for 
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everybody, The symphony orchestra, The 
church's contribution, Grand opera, Modernism 
and jazz, will contribute to the new interest 
in musie aroused by the many superfor radio 
programs and fine recordings. 


See Booklist 42 :124 D. 15 "45. 
Literature 


Eberhart, Richard and Rodman, Selden, 
eds. War and the poet. 1945. 240p. 
Devin-Adair, $3. 808.1 


“An anthology of poetry expressing man’s at- 
titude to war from ancient times to the pre- 
sent.” (Subtitle). The selection is discriminating 
and the two critical introductions, one by each 
of the two compilers, add to the book's interest 
and value. 


Franklin, Benjamin. A Benjamin Frank- 
lin reader; ed. by Nathan G. Good- 
man. 1945. 818p. Crowell, $3.50. 

818 or 308 


A collection of Franklin’s writings arranged 
iopically under the headings: f#ranklin’s life, 
containing in full the Autobiography; Religious 
beliefs; Editor and publisher; Promoter of the 
general welfare; Practical scientist; Colonial 
agent in London; American Minister to France ; 
Essayist and humorist ; The family circle; Mis- 
cellany. Less scholarly but more varied in con- 
tents than the work edited by Van Doren, and 
may have more appeal to the general reader. 
Attractively printed and bound. 


See Booklist 42 :160 Ja. 15 ’46. 


Leonard, William Ellery. A man against 
time. 1945. 76p. Appleton, $2. 
811 or 821 


A sequence of 68 sonnets, written late in the 
poet’s life, in celebration of his third marriage. 
Frankly outspoken; not to be measured with 
Tico lives, but revealing some of the old pow- 
er. For large library collections or others that 
specialize In Wisconsin authors. 


Lothar, Ernst. The door opens. 1945. 
188p. Doubleday, $2. 838 


An understanding picture of incidents, hap- 
py and sad, in the lives of the author's two 
children in Vienna. Of interest for its child 
psychology, as well as the charm with which 
it is written. 


See Booklist 42 :161 Ja. 15 °46. 


Woods, Henry F. American sayings, 
1945. 310p. Duell, $2.50. 808.8 
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Handy reference work giving in some fulness 
the origin and significance of such familiar 
phrases: Millions for defense, but not one cent 
for tribute; I would rather be right than be 
president ; The solid south; Sold down the riv- 
er; Politics makes strange bedfellows. Indexes 
to phrases and to names. 


History and Travel 


Commager, Henry Steele, ed. Story of 
the second world war. 1945. 578p. 
Little, $3. 940.53 


Running-narrative commentary by the author 
ties together the excerpts from official docu- 
ments, reports by correspondents, and other 
writers, which compose the main body of the 
work. Indexed for authors and for books and 
articles quoted, but lack of subject index les- 
sens any reference usefulness. Also issued in a 
Pocket Books edition at 25c. 


See Booklist 42:145 Ja. 1 ’46. 


Cross, Christopher. Soldiers of God. 
1945. 236p. illus. Dutton, $2.75. 
940.53 


The story of the army chaplains, of all de- 
nominations, and the part they played in the 
recent war. Written in narrative style, with 
lists of chaplain casualties and decorations, and 
a picture section of 30 pages. 


Foster, Elizabeth. The islanders. 1945. 
3848p. Houghton, $3. 917.41 


The author, whose previous books have been 
novels, writes here of her grandfather’s home 
on an island in Rangeley Lake in Maine, of the 
three generations to ‘whom it was home and 
the interesting people who came as guests. 
There is much about the garden and its growth 
over the years and, while the book is long, it 
should have an appeal for Wisconsin readers, 
especially to those who have summer homes 
in the north woods. 


Hannum, Alberta. Spin a silver dollar. 
1945. 1783p. illus. Viking, $3.75. 970.1 


At second hand the author tells of the experi- 
ences of two young people from the east, Bill 
and Sally Lippincott, who for four years run 
an Indian trading post on the Navajo reserva- 
tion in northern Arizona. Their relationships 
with their Indian neighbors, the persistence 
of the Navajo customs, the indirect way of 
doing business, the wild beauty of the land- 
scape, all woven into the narrative, would 
make it an outstanding book in itself but its 
main distinction is its story of the development 
of the young Navajo boy whose paintings illus- 
trate the volume. 


See Booklist 42:125 D. 15 '45. 
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Hindus, Maurice. The Cossacks. 1945. 
3821p. illus. Doubleday, $3. 947 


Although some 500 years are covered in this 
book, more than half of its pages deal with the 
Cossack of today, his military prowess, his 
contributions to the war, and relationship to 
the present Soviet government. Based on recent 
travel through the country and talks with the 
people. 


See Booklist 42 :145 Ja. 1 46. 


Powell, John B. My twenty-five years in 
China. 1945. 4386p. Macmillan, $3.50. 
951 


The author's 25 years in China extended from 
1917 until 1942, when he was repatriated on 
the Gripsholm, As editor of the China Weekly 
Review, which he founded in Shanghai, he was 
in a position to watch and appraise events dur- 
ing the period of civil wars and after, and his 
account seems as fair and unbiased as any we 
have had. 


See Booklist 42:126 D. 15 '45. 


Biography 


Bulman, David, ed. Molders of opinion. 
1945. 166p. illus. Bruce, $1.75. 920 
Paul Mallon, Dorothy Thompson, Gabriel 

lleatter, H. V. Kaltenborn, Sumner Welles, 
Drew Pearson and David Lawrence are repre- 
sentative of the radio commentators who are 
treated in the brief pithy articles collected in 
this book. Not profound but will serve to intro- 
duce the personalities behind the well-known 
voices, 


Fulop-Miller, Rene. The saints that 
moved the world. 1945. 446p. illus. 
Crowell, $3.50. 920 


For his five saints who moved the world the 
author has selected Saint Anthony, the saint 
of renunciation; Saint Augustine, the saint 
of the intellect; Saint Francis, the saint of 
love; Saint Ignatius, the saint of will power; 
and Saint Theresa, the saint of ecstacy. Pre- 
ceded by a long introductory essay in which 
the author discusses the bankruptcy of the age 
of reason; illustrated with examples of re- 
ligious art. 


Franklin, Benjamin. Benjamin Frank- 
lin’s autobiographical writings; ed. by 
Carl Van Doren. 1945. 810p. Viking, 
$5. 921 


The writings brought together here are ar- 
ranged in the order of the time of writing. 
This breaks the well-known autobiography into 
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four parts, for so it seems to have been writ- 
ten, at different dates ranging from 1771 to 
1790. Interspersed are letters and occasional 
pieces, many relating to his scientific experi- 
ments, which were never treated with any full- 
ness in the autobiography. Contains some new 
material never published before and will be a 
valuable source book for students in medium 
and larger libraries. Format similar to Mr. 
Van Doren’s life of Franklin. 


See Booklist 42 :127 D. 15 °45, 


Waldman, Milton. Elizabeth and Leices- 
ter. 1945. 211p. Houghton, $3. 921 


War-time format unfortunately detracts from 
the initial appeal of a book which some day 
should be reissued in more inviting form, Calls 
for some previous knowledge of the historical 
background, although the first chapter, entitled 
Elizabethan panorama, provides an admirable 
introduction to the times. 


Sze, Mai-Mai. Echo of a cry. 1945. 203p. 
illus. Harcourt, $2.50. 921 


The daughter of a Chinese diplomat recalls 
her school days in England and America, A typ- 
ical English boarding school, a fashionable fin- 
ishing school in Washington, D. C., and Well- 
esley College form the background of the re- 
miniscences, which point the contrasts between 
Eastern and Western ways with a good deal 
of humor as well as discernment. 


See Booklist 42:97 N. 15 °45, 
Fiction 


Du Maurier, Daphne. The king’s general. 
1946. 371p. Doubleday, $2.75. 


Miss Du Maurier has woven her story around 
the old house in Cornwall-in which she now 
lives. It happens also to be the house she used 
as the setting for Rebecca. In this case, the 
people of the story are real persons, who either 
lived in the house or were closely connected 
with it. Chief of them is Sir Richard Grenvile 
(not the hero of Tennyson's poem but his grand- 
son) and the time is that of the English civil 
wars between Puritans and King’s men. Told 
in the first person ».y Honor Harris, hopelessly 
crippled by a fall on her wedding morning so 
that the marriage never takes place, although 
she remains the one love of Richard's life. 


See Booklist 42 :165 Ja. 15 °46. 
Feikema, Feike. Boy almighty. 1945. 


3838p. Itasca Press (Webb Pub. Co.), 
$2.75. 


Intimate and sometimes grimly realistic ac- 
count of life in a tuberculosis sanitarium. The 
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writing is often sensitive—particularly so in 
reflecting mental ‘states,—but is uneven, with 
passages which might have been omitted with- 
out loss of effect. In his ambition to be a 
writer, Eric Frey has endured poverty and 
hunger to the point where there is little ex- 
pectation of recovery when he is brought into 
the San. The story follows the long slow pull 
upward, with full detail as to methods of treat- 
ment and occasional flashbacks to Eric’s youth 
and previous experiences. Scenes in and around 
Minneapolis will be easily recognized. 


Gay, Laverne. The unspeakables. 1945. 
394p. Scribner, $3. 


Long historical novel of Italy in the 6th 
century. The title is taken from the epithet 
hurled at the Lombard invaders, the Unspeak- 
able Ones. The romance centers around Queen 
Theudelinda, a northern princess brought down 
to be bride to the Lombard king. The avid read- 
er of historical novels will read it with inter- 
est; others may find it too involved. 


See Booklist 42:94 N. 15 °45. 


Gordon, Caroline. The forest of the 
South. 1945. 245p. Scribner, $2.50. 


A book of short stories, the first of them a 
story of Indian captivity which might be a 
personal narrative. Others are stories of the 
Civil war period; still others of modern times, 
but all with a faintly reminiscent tone. 


See Booklist 42:110 D. 1 °45. 


Graves, Robert. Hercules, my shipmate. 
1945. 464p. Creative Age Press, $3. 


The story of Jason and the golden fleece told 
as though it had all been an historical event. 
Hearty and lusty in language and action, is for 
the reader of adventure fiction who has some 
knowledge of Greek life and legend. 


See Booklist 42:94 N. 15 °45. 


Hillyer, Laurie. Time remembered. 1945. 
175p. Macmillan, $2. 


As recorded in the mother’s diary, this is the 
story of an American family, beginning in the 
1930's and running into the war years. Well 
done, as a story of normal family relationships. 


See Booklist 42:110 D. 1 °45. 


Remarque, Erich Maria. Arch of tri- 
umph. 1945. 455p. Appleton, $3. 


A story of Paris in the period preceding the 
war. The central character is a German doctor 
who, having escaped from the Nazis, is living 
illegally in France, subject to deportation if 
the police discover his presence. Without a pass- 
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port and identification papers he is not al- 
lowed to practice, but in secret performs diffi- 
cult operations for a well-known society doctor. 
Other refugees, figures from the underworld, 
outcasts and derelicts are the characters in a 
book which pictures a society nearing its doom. 
A powerful novel—but not for all libraries. 


See Booklist 42:165 Ja. 15 '46. 


Rorick, Isabel Scott. Outside 
1945. 157p. Houghton, $2. 


Mr. and Mrs. Cugat in ten new domestic 
episodes will be welcomed by readers who 
found them good entertainment in the previous 
book. 


Eden. 


See Booklist 42 :129 D. 15 '45. 
Children’s Books 


Battle, Florence. Jerry goes to the cir- 
cus. 1945. 128p. illus. Beckley-Cardy, 
90c. 


Easy-reading book on the ever popular sub- 
ject of the circus. 


Cavanah, Frances. Our country’s story. 
1945. 72p. Rand McNally, $2.50. 973 
A simplification of American history for 
about 3d to 4th grades, very handsomely illus- 
trated, the pictures serving to tell a continuous 
story in themselves. 


Norling, Jo and Ernest. Pogo’s mining 
trip. 1945. 41p. illus. Holt, $1.25. 
In the 5th of this series John learns how 


gold is mined, with Pogo, the dog, playing his 
usual part in the adventure. 


See Booklist 42:1138 D. 1 '45. 


Petersham, Maud and Miska. The roost- 
er crows; a book of American rhymes 
and jingles. 1945. 62p. illus. Macmil- 
lan, $2. 

So far as we know, this is the first collection 
of the familiar rhymes and jingles known to 
succeeding generations of children and chanted 
in their play, such as game rhymes, counting- 
out rhymes, rope-skipping rhymes, and others. 
Illustrated delightfully by the Petershams, is 
one of the outstanding children’s books of the 
year, 


Quinn, Vernon. Picture map geography 
of the Pacific islands. 1945. 122p. il- 
lus. Lippincott, $2. 919 
A useful and timely addition to the Picture 

Map books. 

See Booklist 42:96 N. 15 '45. 


February, 1946 


Stinetorf, Louise A. Children of South 
Africa. 1945, 175p. illus. Lippincott, 
$2. 


The author follows her book on North Africa 
with this collection of stories about the chil- 
dren of the various races and nationalities rep- 
resented in the South African states. Was a 
Junior Guild selection. 


Junior and Senior High 


Arason, Steingrimur. Golden hair. 1945. 
2238p. illus. Macmillan, $2. 


Signy from North Dakota, coming to visit her 
relatives in Iceland, is delighted to find that 
the farm at Dal is unchanged since her grand- 
mother’s day, Everything is the same as in 
the stories she has been told. In the towns, how- 
ever, she learns that there is a new and pro- 
gressive Iceland, taking on modern ways. Story 
is designed to bring out Icelandic manners and 
customs, but there is enough of action to hold 
the interest of girls of 6th-8th grades. Attrac- 
tive in make-up. 


See Booklist 42 :132 D. 15 45. 


Bell, Margaret E. Enemies in Icy strait. 
1945. 206p. Morrow, $2. 


The Alaskan background is well done in this 
story, with outdoor adventure played up more 
prominently than the mystery element. For 
Junior high age. 


Serry, Erick, pseud. Harvest of the Hud- 
son. 1945, 239p. illus. Macmillan, $2. 


A story of the Dutch patroon system along 
the Hudson in the 17th century, with an ele- 
ment of piracy added for good measure, 


See Booklist 42 :60 O. 15 ’45. 


Bendick, Jeanne. Making the movies. 
1945. 190p. illus. Whittlesey House, 
$2. 778 


Comprehensive book, covering all phases of 
movie making, with a 12-page glossary of 
movie terms. 

See Booklist 42:112 D. 1 ’45. 


Best, Herbert. Border iron. 1945. 219p. 
Viking, $2. 
A border dispute between Massachusetts and 
York province back in the early 1700’s is the 


basis of this well-told story in which a boy 
and his dog have prominent parts. 


See Booklist 42:39 O. 1 ’45. 








